ABT IN PEISONS.                          Ir$

put an end to my classes, passed a law that my appro-
priation should be divided among the six or seven other
art and technical schools in the city. It was only by
the resolute action of the School Board that this was
evaded.

DECORATIVE  ART   IN  PEISONS,   LUNATIC  ASYLUMS, RE-
FORMATORIES, AND   SIMILAR  INSTITUTIONS.

While conducting the Industrial Art Schools in
Philadelphia, I often reflected on the similarity in
certain lespects between children, criminals, and
lunatics. The first have minds not as yet developed;
the others are simply intellectually defective, owing to
organic faults or moral weakness, whatever that may
be Genius itself is too often allied to these in having
certain faculties developed at the expense of others.
Now these exceptions to those whose faculties are well
balanced, have almost uniformly a fondness for artistic,
w easy work involving taste they will labour indus-
triously at it, when a " solid Industry " repels them.
Reflecting on this, it seemed to me to be a great pity
that prisoners and paupers should be put on tread-
mills, or kept at picking oakum, or at any such work,
if it were possible to find for them some more con-
genial employment, by which habits of industry and
application might be formed, so as to prepare them for
more serious or practical labour. Picking oakum or
even, shoemaking very rarely leads criminals to like
their work, but wood-carving does decidedly,

My first inquiries were in Moyamensing Prison,
Philadelphia. I was, thanks to Mr EDWARD EOBINS, an
inspector, enabled to converse freely with the prisoners*